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WE’RE OPEN FOR BUSINESS 
After 6 weeks of closure the Newdegate CRC and 
Public Library is now open again for business as 
usual.  
 
We are adhering to a strict COVID Safe Plan which 
includes thoroughly cleaning and disinfecting all 
surfaces and equipment after use. We also ask 
customers to abide by social distancing rules  
remaining 1.5m away from staff and other centre 
users.  
 
The governments  4sqm restriction means that we 
can only have 10 patrons in the building at any one 
time. 

The Newdegate CRC is part of Newdegate Primary 
School building. Current Government restrictions 
mean only staff and students can enter the school 
grounds. Due to this we have put up danger tape 
to ensure no CRC users can enter school grounds. 
To access the CRC people MUST use the CRC gate, 
and not the one leading to the school office.  
 
Stay up to date with any upcoming classes or 
events we are holding by following our Facebook 
page. If there is anything you would like to see 
come to Newdegate please let us know! 
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Advertising Costs (inc GST) 
 

Full Page           $35.00 
1/2 Page  $20.00 
1/4 Page  $14.00 
1/8 Page  $8.00 

 

 
All additions/changes to be in by  

12 noon the Monday prior to printing.  

DISCLAIMER 
1) No liability shall be incurred by the Gate Post by reason of any amendments to, or error or inaccuracy in or the partial or total omission of an advertisement or by reason of 

delay or default or from any other cause whatsoever. If in the opinion of the Gate Post the error  clearly reduces the value of the advertisement and the advertiser notifies it to 
the Gate Post within seven days of the publication date, then one correction will be made without charge. 

2) While the editors normally aim to publish all materials submitted. The Gate Post reserves the right to refuse to publish or  
republish any contribution or advertisement without giving any reason. 

3) No articles, letters or advertisements will be accepted which appear to be defamatory or accusatory, or to favour one side in a legal dispute. 
4) The Gate Post reserves the right to shorten or otherwise amend any contribution other than advertisements. 
5) The opinions, views & beliefs expressed in articles & other submissions to The Gate Post do not necessarily reflect the opinions, views & beliefs of CRC staff or committee. 

 

 

Thank you for your contributions towards this weeks Gatepost. Please send in your local news, photos 
and announcements to newdegatecrc@westnet.com.au or phone 9871 1791 by 

Tuesday 2nd June @ 12 Noon 
Inclusion cannot be guaranteed after this time. 

Contents 

Page 4 & 5 Notice Board 

Page 6 Tips for better photography by Greta Wolzak 

Page 7 Golf is back! 

Page 8 & 9 Resuming Sports Training? 

Page 10 TeleChemotherapy comes to Narrogin 

Page 12 National Sorry Day 

Page 13 Firefighters Day Reflection 

Page 14 & 15 Police News 

Page 17 CBH Special General Meeting 

Page 18 & 19 Grainbrokers weekly market report 

Page 20 - 22 Shire News 

Page 23 Puzzle Page 

Page 24 Recipe Page 

  

  

  

  

  

Newdegate CRC Opening Hours 

Monday - Thursday 
8:30am - 12:00pm 
1:00pm - 4:30pm 

 
Friday 

9am - 2:00pm 
 

Saturday & Sunday 
CLOSED 

NEXT EDITION 
Wednesday 

3rd June 

 
Room Hire Prices 

Small Room 
$20per hour  |  $50per day 

 
Library 

$30per hour  |  $60half day  |  $100full day 

Printing, Scanning, Desktop Publishing, Binding, Laminating, Label Making, Faxing, 
Emailing, Stationary Supplies, IT Support, Exam Supervision, Local Information,  
Pop-Up Shops, Video Conferencing, Library, Centrelink Access Point, Medicare, 
MyGov, Room Hire, Equipment Hire, Workshops, Activities, Events 
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Newdegate CRC’s 2020-2021 Calendar Competition 
It’s time to start thinking about your entries for 
this years ‘Best of Newdegate’ Calendar  
Competition. Last year so many people mentioned 
to us that they had found beautiful photos on their 
phones they’d forgotten about and not submitted. 
Make sure you don’t miss out this year! The only 
rule for the photos is that they are taken of or in 
Newdegate. 
 
Since everyone has been spending more time at 
home due to COVID regulations we’re sure many 
of you already have a great stockpile of pictures 
ready to submit. If not, there’s still plenty time to 
get out there and capture something great! We’ll 
take anything, from harvest & seeding photos to 

landscapes and flora & fauna. Maybe you’ve got a 
good shot of an Aussie critter or simply one of  
everyone's favourite, your dog! We want them! 
Get involved! 
 
To get you all even keener then you already are 
each month in the Gate Post local photographer 
Great Wolzak will be providing you with some tips 
and tricks to capture the perfect shot!  
 
To submit your entries please email them over to 
newdegatecrc@westnet.com.au.  
 
The Deadline for submissions is Monday 31st  
August 2020 

        NEW THIS WEEK 

Newdegate Public Library 

We have a huge new selection of books, DVD’s and audiobooks for all ages.  

Perfect for the colder nights! 
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 Tip Opening Times 

 
Wednesday 9am - 1pm 

Saturday 9am - 1pm 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Visiting on Wednesdays 

Quality Seafood delivered  

to your door 

NEWDEGATE OCCASIONAL DAYCARE 

Professionally staffed, licensed centre  
providing your children with quality care  

and a safe stimulating curriculum  
based on the new National Quality Framework! 

 

THURSDAY 9:00AM TO 3:00PM 
 

CATERING FOR 0-6 YEAR OLDS 
 

Please contact the coordinator Katie Sherwood on 
0427 271 454 
For Bookings 

Managed by Gnowangerup Family Support Association. 
Bringing licensed, cost effective child care to small towns 

in the Great Southern since 1988. 

FARMERS  

If you would like double loads of sheep 
and lambs carted to Katanning trade sale 

or WAMMCO 

Ring Geoff Galloway 

0428712508 

NOTICE BOARD 

Please Slow Down, Consider Our Kids Stickers 

We still have plenty of these stickers available at the 

Newdegate CRC.  

The stickers were funded by the Lake Grace 

Roadwise committee and Wheatbelt South 

Road Safety Officer Rodney Thornton. 

Pop in and get yours! 

WEST COAST SEAFOOD VAN 
AT NUTRIEN (LANDMARK) 

 

 

Wednesday 17th June 
3pm - 4pm 

 
 

Phone PHILIP on 9821 1141 or   
Mobile 0427 241 204    
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NOTICE BOARD 

 

Day 7 of the quarantine... 

My wife took up gardening but won’t 

tell me what she is going to plant. 

Andrew the drover from a huge cattle station 
in the Australian outback appeared before St. 
Peter at the Pearly Gates. 
 
"Have you ever done anything of particular 
merit?" St. Peter asked.  
 
"Well, I can think of one thing," the drover  
offered. "Once, on a trip to the back blocks of 
Broken Hill out in New South Wales, I came 
across a gang of bikers who were threatening 
a young sheila. I told them to leave her alone, 
but they wouldn't listen. So I approached the 
largest and most heavily tattooed biker and 
smacked him in the face, kicked his bike over, 
ripped out his nose ring, and threw it on the 
ground. I yelled, "Now, back off!! Or I'll kick 
the shit out of the lot of ya!" 
 
St. Peter was impressed, "When did this  
happen?"  
 
“A couple of minutes ago." 

Newdegate Hotel 

 

• Our dining room will be open for all dine-in meal services. We can accommodate 12 

dine-in patrons at the same time with a min. of 4sqm capacity per person applied. 

• Kitchen will open from 5:30pm-8:30pm every day and 12 noon-2pm at weekends. 

• Opening hours remain as Monday 4pm-9pm/ Tuesday to Sunday 12noon-9pm. 

• Alcohol is only served with a main meal excluding entrée, light meals & side dishes. 

• Dine-in patrons have to fill out the attendance records form with your name and  

contact no. for the purpose of contact tracing, which is required by the government. 

• Please keep practising good hygiene and follow the social distancing rules, allowing 

1.5m space between different households. 

 

We would like to thank you all for your support and understanding and we hope the business can 

get back to normal soon. 

Kind Regards 

Newdegate Hotel Team 
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Golf is back! 
Hello Golfers and Non-Golfers 
 
We have started the Golf season for 2020! We 
played a stableford on the weekend and the  
winner of he day playing of a 28 was a new  
member  Stefan Greyling with a fantastic score of 
45 points. 
 
If you would like to come down for a swing we are 
currently playing on Saturdays (until Winter sport 
returns) arrive before 11.45 to tee off at 12. 

We do have restrictions on how many people can 
play during the round and currently only the  
toilets are open (no drinks or food available). 
 
If you have any questions please feel free to  
contact Wes 0429 720 018 or myself 0429 880 
378. 
 
Happy hitting  
 
Ted 

MAY 

Saturday 9th Stableford (E&C) 

Saturday 16th Stableford (E&C) 

Saturday 23rd Stroke 1
st
 Qualifying Round (E&C) 

Saturday 30th Par (E&C) 

JUNE 

Thursday 4th Ladies Open Day Kukerin  

Saturday 6th Stableford 4BBB Combined (E&C) 

Saturday 13th Morrow Perpetual 27 Holes (E&C)  

18 Hole Stableford (E&C) 

Saturday 20th Stroke 2
nd

 Qualifying Round (E&C) 

Saturday 27th Lake Grace Open Day  

Sunday 28th Stableford (E&C) 
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TeleChemotherapy comes to Narrogin & Broome 
Innovative telehealth technology and a skilled  
local workforce have created the opportunity for 
low-risk chemotherapy services to be  
administered at Broome Hospital, as well as the 
newly redeveloped $50 million Narrogin Health 
Service. 
  
TeleChemotherapy is a model of care that enables 
some cancer patients to receive low-risk  
chemotherapy locally with the support of  
specialist metropolitan-based clinicians via  
videoconferencing technology, known as  
telehealth. Western Australia's first  
TeleChemotherapy site commenced at Karratha 
Health Campus in October last year. 
  
Current travel restrictions in the Kimberley region 
as a result of COVID-19, make the McGowan  
Government's commencement of the TeleChemo-
therapy service in Broome even more vital to local 
cancer patients. 
  
Telehealth is driving innovation in country cancer 
care, and both Broome Hospital and Narrogin 
Health Campus's TeleChemotherapy services will 
improve the treatment experience for country  
patients by reducing the need to be away from 
home during low-risk cancer treatments. 
  
The new service will have a significant impact on 
local patients' wellbeing by removing the stressors 
that can come with the need to travel. 
  
At a time when staying local is more important 
than ever, the TeleChemotherapy model of care 
enables Kimberley and Wheatbelt cancer patients 
who meet medical eligibility criteria to receive 
chemotherapy treatment close to home, fully  
supported by specialists via telehealth and skilled 
local staff. 
  
The Commonwealth provided $2 million towards 
the cost of the chemotherapy chairs at the  
redeveloped Narrogin Health Service. 
  
Comments attributed to Health Minister Roger 
Cook:  
 
"A lot of emotions would come with  
receiving a cancer diagnosis, especially at a time of 

uncertainty in the world. TeleChemotherapy, 
while still in its early months, has already been a 
great success in the Pilbara. That is why I am 
pleased to announce low-risk chemotherapy  
treatment is now available closer to home for 
some Kimberley and Wheatbelt patients." 
  
Comments attributed to Kimberley MLA Josie  
Farrer:  
 
"With travel restrictions currently in place within 
the Kimberley to protect the health and wellbeing 
of residents during COVID-19, it's important to 
offer local options to local people for their health 
care. With the entire Kimberley being a biosecurity 
area, it is extremely difficult to expect people to be 
able to quarantine for 14 days before re-entering 
the Kimberley, especially if they are on chemo  
cycles every three to four weeks. It would have 
meant people would basically have to move to 
Perth, away from their loved ones and  
contributing to what is already a stressful time. 
This is a much better outcome. 
  
Comments attributed to Agricultural Region MLC 
Darren West: 
  
"Using technology so that Wheatbelt residents in 
the Narrogin area can access treatment closer to 
home is all part of the McGowan Government's 
commitment to putting patients first.  
TeleChemotherapy allows suitable country  
patients to receive chemotherapy on country,  
supervised by a metropolitan-based cancer  
specialist using telehealth, reducing the need for 
patients to travel for treatment. I wish to 
acknowledge the strong support for this service 
from all sides of politics, as well as the grassroots 
advocacy of the local Country Women's Associa-
tion lobbying for this service locally." 
  
Media Release 
Government of Western Australia 
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WEATHER FORECAST 

Day Max Temp Min Temp Possible rainfall Chance of Rainfall 

Wed 20th May 17°C  5°C  0mm 5% 

Thu 21st May 18°C  5°C  0mm 0% 

Fri 22nd May 21°C  4°C  0mm 0% 

Sat 23rd May 23°C  7°C  0mm 0% 

Sun 24th May 21°C  10°C  0 to 1mm 40% 

Mon 25th May 18°C  8°C  0 to 4mm 60% 

Australian Government Bureau of Meteorology. As of 19/05/2020 

 

 

Domestic  |  Commercial  |   

Air-conditioning 

Douglas Pauley 

0428 110 022 

2030 Pingaring-Varley Road, Pingaring 

6357 

pauleycontractors@gmail.com 

Electrical Contractors 

EC10222 

PAULEY &CO 

National Sorry Day 
The first National Sorry Day was held on May 26, 
1998, which was one year after the tabling of a 
report about the removal of Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander children from their families. The  
report, known as Bringing Them Home,  
acknowledged that Indigenous children were  
forcibly separated from their families and  
communities since the early days of European  
occupation in Australia. Governments and  
missionaries were responsible for this forced  
separation. 
 
Systematic removal practices were implemented 
through various assimilation and “protection”  
policies by the late 19th century. Many Indigenous 
children were forcibly taken away from their  
families in the name of assimilation during the 
1950s and 1960s. These children are known as the 
“Stolen Generations”. They were brought up in 
institutions or fostered to non-Indigenous families. 
This removal was official government policy in 
Australia until 1969. 
 
By the 1980s, by welfare and community groups 
spoke out that governments' social welfare  
practices were discriminatory against Indigenous 
people. This forced a reappraisal of removal and 
placement practice during the 1980s. In 1980 the 
family tracing and reunion agency Link-Up (NSW) 
Aboriginal Corporation was established. Similar 
services now exist throughout Australia. 
 
Australia’s Prime Minister Kevin Rudd tabled a  
motion in parliament on February 13, 2008,  

apologizing to Australia’s Indigenous people,  
particularly the Stolen Generations and their  
families and communities, for the laws and  
policies that inflicted profound grief, suffering and 
loss. The apology included a proposal for a policy 
commission to close the gap between Indigenous 
and non-Indigenous Australians in matters such as 
life expectancy, educational achievement, and 
economic opportunity. This event is seen by many 
as a step forward in reconciliation. 

The Aboriginal flag and the Torres Strait Islander 
flag are often seen on National Sorry Day. The Ab-
original flag is horizontally divided into two equal 
halves of black (top) and red (bottom) with a yel-
low circle in the centre. The black symbolizes Aus-
tralia’s Aboriginal people and the yellow circle rep-
resents the Sun. The red represents the Earth and 
people’s relationship with the land. It also repre-
sents ochre, which is used in Aboriginal ceremo-
nies in Australia. Harold Joseph Thomas designed 
the flag, which was first flown at Victoria Square in 
Adelaide on July 12, 1971.  
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Volunteer peak body reflects on International Firefighters’ Day  
Despite there being no large public ceremony this 
year, the peak body for Western Australia’s 20,000 
registered Bush Fire Volunteers says International 
Firefighters’ Day 2020 will go down in history as 
happening in a year that was a critical turning 
point for the State’s emergency services. 
 
Bushfire Volunteers President Dave Gossage 
AFSM, who accompanied the organisation’s  
Secretary Lorraine Webster to lay a wreath in 
memory of fallen volunteer firefighters at the 
State’s firefighter memorial, said the combination 
of COVID-19, the National Royal Commission into 
bushfires and the impending State Election will 
inevitably change the future for many emergency 
service volunteers. 
 
“May 4 is an important day every year for  
thousands of both volunteer and career (paid)  
firefighters and their families,” the volunteer of 
more than 40 years’ experience said. 
 
“It brings a tear to the eyes of many of us who 
have lost invaluable colleagues, friends and family 
members over the years.” 
 
“For our amazing extended family of essential  
service volunteers, remembering those who have 
been injured or taken in the line of duty is also 
often a strong part of the motivation that drives us 
to step up.” 
 
“One of the strengths of WA’s ‘local control, local 
ownership, local outcomes’ model of volunteer 
emergency services is that many who choose to 
serve do so primarily to support their local  
community. When a Bush Fire Volunteer suffers, a 
whole community – their friends, neighbours and 
kindred spirits from afar – inevitably step up their 
resolve to support and protect.” 
 
Mr Gossage said this year will be especially trying 
for many of Australia’s emergency service  
volunteers. 
 
“The catastrophic fires over summer were  
traumatising for those directly involved and as a 
result of the understandable political focus it 
drew, will have significant consequences for our 
teams for years to come. COVID-19 has created 

many direct and indirect challenges for volunteers 
who have been required to continue to turn out to 
incidents but without the capacity to meet and 
train together.” 
 
“And in WA, we also expect the government’s plan 
to merge the volunteer Bush Fire legislation with 
that of the other volunteer and career services will 
soon become another point of stress for our  
members. Fortunately, our association has taken 
the advice of the Department to develop non-
government income in the hope of providing more 
direct support for our members during this testing 
time with some success, but remain relatively un-
der resourced to support 20,000 volunteers in the 
challenging times ahead for all.” 
 
“We’ve already announced plans to hold an  
annual regional Bushfire Volunteers conference 
and launched our game-changing app for all  
essential service volunteers (neither of which have 
yet to be supported by government) and will  
continue to do our very best to support our  
invaluable members,” Mr Gossage said. 
 
Media Release 
Bushfire Volunteers 
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POLICE NEWS 
LAKE GRACE POLICE STATION 

56 STUBBS  STREET, LAKE  GRACE.  6353 
Phone : 9890 2000  Fax : 9865 1429 

Email: lake.Grace.Police.Station@police.wa.gov.au 
Personnel: Sgt. Travis Taylor, SC Fiona Main 

District Road Blocks Ending - Well we are happy to 
report that the inter-district border restrictions 
have now been reduced somewhat. Resident’s in 
the Great Southern, Perth/Peel and Wheatbelt dis-
tricts can now travel freely unhindered by border 
stops and a million questions from Police as to 
where you have come from and where you are 
going. This means the occasional road block that 
you used see at the crossroads in Lake Grace is 
now finished and has moved out to Ravensthorpe 
to police the Great Southern-Goldfields border. 
 
 
We were very pleased to see that 99% of all  
people stopped were doing the right thing and or 
had documentation proving exemption, of course 
the locals were fabulous and patient with the  
setup. Unfortunately, however this last Sunday, a 
group of nine overseas back packers in three vehi-
cles from Perth came into the road block (last day) 
only to discover they had been wondering all over 
the state for no good reason. The Corrigin Police 
were on duty and issued all nine with $1000 fines. 
If its good enough for locals to comply with the 
restrictions it’s good enough for visitors too. 
 
Traffic News - What a week! Staff at Lake Grace 
were very busy this last two weeks traffic wise. 
Our district office has directed all stations in the 
Great Southern District to step up traffic patrols. 
As a result, Lake Grace Police were recently  
allocated 40 additional drug wipes (that’s a lot for 
us here). All local School bus drivers were recently 
tested and passed with flying colours. The rest will 
be used over the next fortnight. 
 
Earlier on in the week LG police had a (Perth)  
vehicle go past them whilst on patrol. Police 
attempted to intercept the vehicle for a COVID 19 
border check to see where the vehicle had come 
from, where it was going and why. Well after  

travelling for 25 kilometres at an Average speed of 
140 kph we finally caught up to it. (obviously  
wasn’t keen on stopping) After it finally came into 
sight police observed the manner of driving as  
outrageous with the vehicle regularly swerving 
and driving into the on coming lane. As a result, 
the vehicle was then expeditiously stopped to 
avoid the possibility of a potential head on  
collision. 
 
The driver was spoken to who appeared to be  
surprised by the attention. A quick roadside breath 
test was undertaken revealing a reading way over 
DUI (Driving under the Influence, DUI is any  
reading over 0.150) The driver was dealt with, 
however police felt that the seriousness of the  
incident had not sunk in. Police issued the driver 
with an on the spot driving disqualification notice 
for a period of two months until he had his date 
with a Magistrate. 
 
The following day police decided to attend his last 
know location to check on the driver’s welfare 
when he was observed to be driving again! The 
driver was subsequently stopped (much easier this 
time) and spoken too. Another roadside breath 
test was undertaken with an even higher reading 
than last time. This time, the vehicle was seized 
and given a month holiday. The driver accrued  
several more charges and was no longer able to 
put others in danger. The last thing police want to 
do is having make a visit to a family to give them 
the news a family member isn’t coming home due 
to someone making a poor decision about  
something as stupid as drink driving. 
 
Local police will continue to give attention to 
speeding, seatbelts and the roadworthiness of  
vehicles. 
 
Local Graffiti incidents - During the last fortnight  

mailto:Lake.Grace.Police.Station@police.wa.gov.au
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someone spent a fair bit of time writing notes of 
appreciation all over Lake Grace. Thanks for the 
messages who ever it was, the gossip around town 
was extremely positive towards this and thanks for 
not using paint. 

Maintaining Social distancing - With the reduction 
in restrictions regarding the ability to now start 
frequenting pubs and restaurants, you will now 
see COVID 19 seating plans and requirements that 
patron will need to adhere to. This includes not 
exceeding the new number of 20 persons per  
location or the number of persons based on the 
square meterage of the location. 4 sqm per  
person. Each trading premises will have a trained 

and allocated COVID safety officer. This person has 
the power to enforce any breaches of the social 
distancing rules and inform police who will then 
follow up the matter. Its up to all of us to adhere 
to the rules so these places can remain open. If 
constant breaches occur the relevant premises will 
be forcibly shut. I am very confident that this 
won’t happen because you are all on board as 
demonstrated with the inter-district restrictions. 
Follow the directions from the safety officer and 
all will be good. 
 
Staff Movements - Say goodbye to Fiona she is  
disappearing for two weeks to act up as Sergeant 
and be the Officer in Charge at Corrigin. We may 
let her back into Lake Grace after that….we  
haven’t decided yet.  
 
Stay safe. Hopefully we will get some rain! 
 
Fiona, Travis and Scott. 

• Hydraulic Hose Crimping & Fittings 
• Qualified Machinist for Lathe & mill work including Hydraulic Cylinder repairs 

 
 

*General Steel Repairs & Fabrication 
*Stainless Steel Fabrication 

*Insurance Work 
*Aluminium Fabrication including boat repairs, boat trailers, canopies & toolboxes 

*Sandblasting & Spray Painting 
*Transport Equipment Fabrication & Repairs 

*New Agricultural Machinery (Seed/Super Bins , Augers & Comb Trailers etc) 
 
 
 

Ph: (08) 98 651 845  /  Fax: (08) 98 651 846 
Email: adminlge@bigpond.com 
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For all your domestic, rural and industrial electrical installations and repairs.  
Split system air conditioning installation and decommissioning. 

Large range of Australian brand LED floodlights, downlights, hibays and  
fluorescent replacements. 

Ditchwitch hire and cable location. 
With over thirty years experience in Lake Grace and surrounding areas  

contact Stubby or Reid anytime. 
Stubby 0429651092 or Reid 0429651069 
Office 98651092 all hours   Fax 98651328 

 

LIC NO :EC004197                                                                      RTA NO :AU29828 
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CBH Special General Meeting 
The CBH Group Special General Meeting was held 
on Friday 15th May in Perth. 
 
Grower members participated in the meeting via 
webcast and teleconference due to the COVID-19 
pandemic restrictions on regional travel and public 
gatherings. Members were asked to consider and 
pass the following resolution: 
 
“That Mr Trevor Badger be removed as a Director 
of the Co-operative effective immediately on the 
passing of the resolution.” 
 
Mr Trevor Badger attended the meeting in person 
and accepted the opportunity to speak to  
members. In response to the Chairman’s proposed 
adjournment of the meeting, Mr Badger moved a 
motion that there be no adjournment to today’s 
meeting. 
 

The results of voting on the resolution are as  
follows: 
• 772 votes for the resolution representing 

51.09% of the vote 
 
• 739 votes against the resolution, representing 

48.91% of the vote. 
 
• The resolution was passed as an ordinary  

resolution. 
 
“I would like to thank members for participating in 
this difficult but necessary process,” CBH Chair  
Simon said. I am confident our Board can now 
move forward together as a united and profes-
sional group. I thank Mr Badger for his many years 
of service to the Co-operative.” 
 
Media Release 
CBH Group 

Conservation and land management jobs can stimulate economy  
Thousands of local jobs could be generated 
through a $4 billion combined federal and state 
economic stimulus package in the conservation 
and land management sector, according to a  
coalition of conservation, farming and land  
management organisations. 

“The road to recovery will be a long one, which 
will require each sector of society to contribute in 
its own way. The conservation and land  
management sector stand ready to support the 
delivery of economic stimulus measures once  
social distancing measures are eased,” said  
Natarsha Woods, CEO of Wheatbelt NRM. 

“We know that sustainable, locally delivered  
investment would deliver practical, meaningful 
work for those that need it, while leaving enduring 
benefits for the environment. It would also have 
significant economic multipliers, with work  
generated for local suppliers and hospitality  
businesses.” 

Over 70 farming, conservation and land  
management organisations across the country, 
including Wheatbelt NRM, National Farmers  
Federation, the Australian Land Conservation  

Alliance and Landcare Australia have written to 
the Prime Minister and all state Premiers  
proposing a $4 billion combined federal and state 
economic stimulus package in the conservation 
and land management sector. 

In the Wheatbelt, projects such as the River Rats 
can hit the ground running as social distancing 
measures are eased. 

The River Rats teams would tackle regional  
waterways and undertake priority work. This 
would not only provide employment but would 
have social and economic benefits to the towns as 
the river tends to be a central attraction for the 
community. 
“With over 1 million people predicted to be out of 
work in the coming months, the conservation and 
land management sector has the capacity to  
provide recently unemployed people with safe, 
meaningful and socially beneficial work, while 
leaving enduring benefits for the environment, 
tourism and farm businesses,” said Natarsha 
Woods. 
 
Media Release 
Wheatbelt NRM 
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Grain Brokers Weekly Market Report 
This season's Indian wheat harvest has been  
severely interrupted by the national COVID-19 
lockdown. But as it winds down across most 
states, the Ministry of Agriculture and Farmers' 
Welfare (MoAFW) has increased its production 
forecast by almost 1.0 million metric tonne, to a 
record 107.2 million metric tonne for the 2019/20 
marketing year. 
 
India is the world's second-biggest producer, and 
consumer, of wheat behind China. This is the first 
season where production of the country's major 
rabi crop has topped the 100 million metric tonne 
mark, but the fourth consecutive record crop after 
poor harvests in 2015 and 2016. 
 
Excellent late monsoon rains in September last 
year, and an increase in the availability of irrigation 
water, provided ideal seeding conditions in  
October and November, encouraging farmers to 
increase the area planted to wheat. The MoAFW 
estimates that the final area increased by almost 6 
per cent year-on-year, to 31.1 million hectares, 
implying an average yield of 3.45 metric tonne per 
hectare. 
 
A steady increase in the government's minimum 
support price (MSP) for wheat, in conjunction with 
an expansion of the MSP procurement operations 
across most states, has also encouraged Indian 
farmers to maximise the land allocated to wheat in 
recent seasons. 

That said, the area has been relatively steady over 
the last twenty years (Figure 1). Still, average  
production off that land has been increasing  
steadily due to improved varieties, higher inputs, 

improved agronomic practices and better disease 
and pest control. 
 
The excellent soil moisture profile at planting  
followed by consistent, widespread rain  
throughout the entire growing season, and  
relatively little incidence of pests, disease or hail 
have been conducive to record production this 
year. 
 
However, the country-wide lockdown, announced 
in late March to stem the spread of the  
coronavirus outbreak, led to a severe labour  
shortage across rural India, crippling harvest  
activities and hindering the bagging and  
movement of the grain to market. 
 
Although farming has been declared an essential 
service and agriculture markets are exempted 
from the lockdown, a shuttered economy left 
farmers facing enormous challenges. The supply 
chain has been hit badly – train and bus services 
have been suspended, and trucks face major  
hurdles in transiting state borders due to strict 
checks.  
 
As the record harvest draws to an end, the farmer 
focus now turns to marketing their grain before it 
is spoilt. The humid conditions make it extremely 
difficult for producers to keep the moisture  
content below 14 per cent. Any rain only  
compounds the problem as very few farmers have 
undercover storage facilities. 
 
India's 7,000 wholesale food markets are the only 
avenue for getting these critical food supplies to 
the country’s 1.3 billion residents, and the  
nationwide restrictions have severely hit their  
operation. 
 
Under Indian law, wheat farmers are compelled to 
sell their grain exclusively at these wholesale  
mandis to commission agents, who on-sell it to 
private traders and state buyers. These  
commission agents typically hire teams of  
labourers from across the country to unload, 
clean, weigh, repack and re-load millions of bags of 
wheat onto trucks and trailers which then 
transport it to private and government  
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Need wool shifted off farm? Contact 

Lake Grace Transport 
Twice weekly freight service to and from Perth, more often in busy periods. 

 

 

> Secure depot in Perth for freight 

> Wool and general freight service 

> Forklift for on farm wool loading 

> Delivery to all wool stored 

> Midland brick accreditation 

> Dangerous goods licensed driver 

> Pickup Service in Perth available 

Friendly operator and drivers living and working locally 

Carting wool and general freight for over 10 years 

Contact: Darren 0428 651 339 

warehouses. The absence of private traders from 
the market will put the onus on the Food  
Corporation of India (FCI) - India’s state grain  
buyer and warehouser – to purchase a higher  
proportion of this season's crop. This will only add 
to the enormous wheat stockpile already sitting in 
FCI warehouses.  
 
According to government reports, this totalled 
24.7 million metric tonnes as of April 1, around 26 
per cent of annual domestic demand and more 
than three times the government endorsed goal. 
 
According to the United States Department of  
Agriculture, wheat consumption in India is forecast 
to increase to around 96 million metric tonne in 
the marketing year ending June 30. However,  
despite surplus domestic supplies and an  
increasing population, domestic consumption has 
stagnated since a sharp increase in 2016/17. 
 
With government storages expected to be  
overflowing in June, the Indian government needs 
to find a home for the surplus. The high MSP-
driven purchasing program has pushed domestic 
prices to around US$35 over export parity.  

However, if prices ease as a result of the record 
crop and the breakdown in traditional market 
flows, exports to neighbouring countries such as 
Nepal, Afghanistan, Bangladesh and Sri Lanka are 
possible.  
 
Historically, India has been a significant exporter 
when supply exceeded demand. In both the 
2011/12 and 2012/13 seasons, the country  
exported more than 6 million metric tonne. The 
USDA has India pencilled in for 1.0 million metric 
tonne of wheat exports in the 2020/21 marketing 
year, but this is not nearly enough to solve the  
cornucopia. 
 
Unfortunately, it seems that a substantial quantity 
will be lost to spoilage as growers battle to bring 
their produce to market, private traders are  
absent due to the coronavirus restrictions, and 
record carry-in stocks means the government is 
struggling to find storage space for their higher 
than expected new crop purchases. 
 
Call your local Grain Brokers Australia  
representative on 1300 946 544 to discuss your 
grain marketing needs. 
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Puzzle Page 

Easy Medium 
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Recipe Page Recipe Page 
Kit Kat no-bake Cheesecake 

INGREDIENTS 

• 200g plain biscuits  

• 80g unsalted butter 

• 500g cream cheese 

• 90g Caster sugar 

• 200g Kit Kat, broken into chunks 

• 1 teaspoon vanilla extract 

• 50g thickened cream 

METHOD 

1. Lightly grease a 20cm springform cake tin and 

set aside. I like to line the base with baking 

paper to ensure easy removal.  

2. Break the Kit Kat into small chunks. Reserve 

50g for decorating and set aside. 

3. Melt butter in a pan or in the microwave.  

4. Crush the biscuits using a food processor and 

add to the butter. Press the biscuit mixture 

into the cake tin and pop into the fridge 

to chill while you make the filling. 

5. Mix the sugar, cream cheese, cream and vanil-

la until smooth.  

6. Add the Kit Kat chunks and mix gently.  

7. Pour the mixture over the base and then chill 

for at least 6 hours, preferably  

overnight,  before serving. 

8. Decorate with 50g Kit Kat chunks. Use a warm 

knife to cut slices  for best results. 

PAINTING 
Reg. # 4709  

 

Domestic, 

Commercial, 

Industrial, Farm & 

Heritage  Specialty. 

Clean, Precise and 

Quality work. 

Local references 

available. 

 

 

 

For FREE Quotation and Booking Call Mick  

0419 701 332  
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Contacts 
Services 

Emergency Services 000 

LG Police Department 9890 2000 

Hospital 9890 2222 

Poisons Info. 13 11 26 

Western Power 13 13 51 

Water Corp 13 13 75 

Directory Assistance 1223 

Justices of the Peace 

Mr Colin Connolly 9865 1010 

Mr Ron Dewson 9865 1224 

Mr Geoff Sabourne 9865 1171 

Mrs Amanda Milton 0429 654 011 

Mr Colin Dunkeld 98711 556 

Mr Ian Chamberlain 98716 001 

Mrs Rosy Sinclair  9874 7045 

Local Services 

Lake Grace Medical Centre 9865 1208 

Monday/Tuesday/Thursday/Friday 

9:00am - 12:30pm (closed for lunch 12:30pm - 2:00pm) 2:00pm - 5:00pm 

Newdegate Medical Centre 9871 1528 

Wednesday, 9:30am - 3:30pm 

Dentist (Dr Bryan Flemming) 9865 1028 

Tuesdays weekly during summer. Tuesdays/Wednesdays fortnightly during winter  

Physiotherapist (Karen Rodgers-Smart) 0439 858 587 

Child Health Nurse (Di Poultney) 9890 2246 

Newdegate Phone Books available at the CRC for $7 

Contacts 

Lake Grace Shire Councillors 

Councillor Telephone Email 

Jeanette De Landgrafft (President) 0429 389 062 crdelandgrafft@lakegrace.wa.gov.au 

Peter Stoffberg (Deputy) 0447 281 181 crstoffberg@lakegrace.wa.gov.au 

Len Armstrong 0429 843 785 crarmstrong@lakegrace.wa.gov.au  

Ross Chappell 0428 654 058 crchappell@lakegrace.wa.gov.au  

Debrah Clarke 0428 654 041 crclarke@lakegrace.wa.gov.au  

Roz Lloyd 0428 711 534 crlloyd@lakegrace.wa.gov.au  

Allan Marshall 0427 943 291 crmarshall@lakegrace.wa.gov.au  

Helen Steicke 0431 892 514 crsteicke@lakegrace.wa.gov.au  

Murray Stanton 0429 900 870 crstanton@lakegrace.wa.gov.au  

mailto:crarmstrong@lakegrace.wa.gov.au
mailto:crclarke@lakegrace.wa.gov.au
mailto:crlloyd@lakegrace.wa.gov.au
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One tree makes 16.67 reams of copy paper  

Make 2020 the year you go paperless! 

 

 

 

 

 

ONLINE! 

To switch to or sign up for an online subscription, or if you would 

like more information call Hope on 9871 1791 or email  

newdegatecrc@westnet.com.au 

Community Calendar 
May 

Tue 19th  Recycle Bins 
Wed 20th  Seafood Van - 3pm-4pm @ Landmark (Nutrien) 
Sat 23rd  Golf - Stroke 1st Qualifying Round (E&C) 
Sat 30th  Golf - Par (E&C) 

 
June 

Mon 1st  WA Day - Public Holiday 
Tue 2nd  Recycle Bins 
Thu 4th  P&C Meeting - 3:30pm @ the NCRC 
Thu 4th  Golf - Ladies Day (Kukerin) 
Fri 5th - Sun 7th Online Scripture Camp 2020 
Sat 6th  Golf—Stableford 4BBB Combined 
Tue 16th  Recycle Bins 
Wed 17th  Seafood Van - 3pm-4pm @ Landmark (Nutrien) 
Sat 20th  Golf - Stroke 2nd Qualifying Round (E&C) 
Sun 21st  Winter Solstice 
Sat 27th  Golf - Lake Grace Open Day 
Sun 28th  Gold - Stableford (E&C) 


