
3 June 2020  $1 (inc GST)  Vol 22  Issue 10 

Produced at the Newdegate Community Resource Centre Inc. 
  Ph: 9871 1791   Fax: 9871 1792 

 Email: newdegatecrc@westnet.com.au 

CHANGES TO SHIRE COUNCIL 

At the Ordinary Council meeting held on Wednesday 20 May 2020, the Shire President Jeanette De  
Landgrafft resigned from her position. Also, Cr Murray Stanton handed over his resignation as Councillor for the 
Shire of Lake Grace. 
 
Cr Peter Stoffberg handed his resignation as the Deputy Shire President and will remain a Councillor for the  
duration of his term until October 21. 
 
On behalf of the Shire of Lake Grace Council, the senior management team and staff, I would like to thank both 
Jeanette De Landgrafft and Murray Stanton for their service to the Council and the community. 
 
The new Shire Deputy President Cr Ross Chappell and I as the new Shire President shall continue our  
services to the community until October 2021; after which an election will be held during this time. 
 
Currently, there are two (2) Councillor positions vacant within the Shire of Lake Grace. We had been in contact 
with the WA Electoral Commission to advise of the vacancies and to conduct an Extraordinary Council Election as 
soon as possible, details of which will be posted through the website and Facebook. 
 
On behalf of the Council, I would like to thank you all for your patience and we shall keep you informed of any 
developments occurring.  
 
Signed:  Cr Len Armstrong 
   Shire President 
Dated:  25 May 2020 

SHIRE PRESIDENT Cr Debrah Susan Clarke 
Mobile: 0428 654 041 

Email: crclarke@lakegrace.wa.gov.au 
 

Cr Rosalind Alice Lloyd 
Mobile: 0428 711 534 

Email crlloyd@lakegrace.wa.gov.au 
 

Cr Allan Douglas Marshall 
Mobile: 0427 943 291 

Email: crmarshall@lakegrace.wa.gov.au 

Cr Helen Louise Steicke 
Mobile: 0431 892 514 

Email: crsteicke@lakegrace.wa.gov.au 
 

Cr Peter Stoffberg 
Mobile: 0447 281 181 

Email: crstoffberg@lakegrace.wa.gov.au 
 

Shire Office Contact Details 
Office Phone: 9890 2500 

Cr Leonard William Armstrong 
PO Box 136  |  NEWDEGATE WA 6355 

Mobile 0429 843 785 
Email: crarmstrong@lakegrace.wa.gov.au 

DEPUTY SHIRE PRESDENT 

Cr Ross Chappell 
PO Box 65  |  LAKE GRACE WA 6353 

Mobile 0428 654 058 
Email: crchappell@lakegrace.wa.gov.au 
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Advertising Costs (inc GST) 
 

Full Page           $35.00 
1/2 Page  $20.00 
1/4 Page  $14.00 
1/8 Page  $8.00 

 

 
All additions/changes to be in by  

12 noon the Monday prior to printing.  

DISCLAIMER 
1) No liability shall be incurred by the Gate Post by reason of any amendments to, or error or inaccuracy in or the partial or total omission of an advertisement or by reason of 

delay or default or from any other cause whatsoever. If in the opinion of the Gate Post the error  clearly reduces the value of the advertisement and the advertiser notifies it to 
the Gate Post within seven days of the publication date, then one correction will be made without charge. 

2) While the editors normally aim to publish all materials submitted. The Gate Post reserves the right to refuse to publish or  
republish any contribution or advertisement without giving any reason. 

3) No articles, letters or advertisements will be accepted which appear to be defamatory or accusatory, or to favour one side in a legal dispute. 
4) The Gate Post reserves the right to shorten or otherwise amend any contribution other than advertisements. 
5) The opinions, views & beliefs expressed in articles & other submissions to The Gate Post do not necessarily reflect the opinions, views & beliefs of CRC staff or committee. 

 

 

Thank you for your contributions towards this weeks Gatepost. Please send in your local news, photos 
and announcements to newdegatecrc@westnet.com.au or phone 9871 1791 by 

Tuesday 2nd June @ 12 Noon 
Inclusion cannot be guaranteed after this time. 
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Newdegate CRC Opening Hours 

Monday - Thursday 
8:30am - 12:00pm 
1:00pm - 4:30pm 

 
Friday 

9am - 2:00pm 
 

Saturday & Sunday 
CLOSED 

NEXT EDITION 
Wednesday 

3rd June 

 
Room Hire Prices 

Small Room 
$20per hour  |  $50per day 

 
Library 

$30per hour  |  $60half day  |  $100full day 

Printing, Scanning, Desktop Publishing, Binding, Laminating, Label Making, Faxing, 
Emailing, Stationary Supplies, IT Support, Exam Supervision, Local Information,  
Pop-Up Shops, Video Conferencing, Library, Centrelink Access Point, Medicare, 
MyGov, Room Hire, Equipment Hire, Workshops, Activities, Events 
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New COVID19 Hotline for Wheatbelt businesses  
The Wheatbelt Business Network with financial 
support from RDA Wheatbelt Inc and the  
Wheatbelt Development Commission have 
launched a new COVID-19 Hotline to assist and 
support businesses throughout the Wheatbelt 
region. 
 
"The hotline and support services will operate  
until October and are separate to our  
membership" said Caroline Robinson, WBN CEO. 
RDA Wheatbelt, the Wheatbelt Development 
Commission and the WBN recognised the need to 
provide businesses with clarity in interpreting  
Federal and State Government information and 
restrictions, as well as support that considers the 
rural business and community context in which 
they operate" Wheatbelt businesses can register 
on the WBN website, with the services and  
information we provide tailored to operating out 
here" she said. 
 
The Hotline will give businesses access to the WBN 
team to help interpret COVID19 restrictions and 
guidelines as well as referrals to other Wheatbelt 
support services. Businesses will also have the  
opportunity to update their contact details on the 
online Wheatbelt Business Directory, a digital  
footprint review, and assistance with registering 
on VendorPanel which is used by local  
governments for their procurement needs. 
 
"In recognition of the impact that COVID19 has 
had, the Wheatbelt Development Commission is 
supporting the Wheatbelt Business Network to 
expand its services and customer base to small 
businesses across the region. This will be  
especially important as restrictions on travel and 
gatherings are lifted" said Rob Cossatt, CEO of the 
Wheatbelt Development Commission.  
Mandy Walker, Director of RDA Wheatbelt said 
she was pleased to be able to join forces with the 
Wheatbelt Development Commission to support 
the region's businesses. 
 
"Surviving and then thriving in recovery post 
COVID19 restrictions will be made all the more 
possible by accessing a reliable, up to date central 
point of advice and support. We encourage all 
Wheatbelt businesses, especially those who  

haven’t used the WBN before to reach out and 
access this important resource" said Mandy. 
 
This year the Wheatbelt Business Network marks 
its 10th anniversary. During the COVID19  
pandemic, the Board and staff have kept abreast 
of the latest Government support packages,  
funding and schemes, and are able to point people 
in the right direction to benefit their business and 
give them a better chance of recovering. 
 
"We want to see a vibrant, strong business com-
munity come out of the back of this crisis and are 
doing everything we can to make sure that hap-
pens. We hope businesses throughout the Wheat-
belt will take advantage of this opportunity and 
register for this service." said Business Manager, 
Rachael Thomas. 
 
Media Release 
Wheatbelt Business Network 
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 Tip Opening Times 

 
Wednesday 9am - 1pm 

Saturday 9am - 1pm 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Visiting on Wednesdays 

Quality Seafood delivered  

to your door 

NEWDEGATE OCCASIONAL DAYCARE 

Professionally staffed, licensed centre  
providing your children with quality care  

and a safe stimulating curriculum  
based on the new National Quality Framework! 

 

THURSDAY 9:00AM TO 3:00PM 
 

CATERING FOR 0-6 YEAR OLDS 
 

Please contact the coordinator Katie Sherwood on 
0427 271 454 
For Bookings 

Managed by Gnowangerup Family Support Association. 
Bringing licensed, cost effective child care to small towns 

in the Great Southern since 1988. 

FARMERS  

If you would like double loads of sheep 
and lambs carted to Katanning trade sale 

or WAMMCO 

Ring Geoff Galloway 

0428712508 

NOTICE BOARD 

Please Slow Down, Consider Our Kids Stickers 

We still have plenty of these stickers available at the 

Newdegate CRC.  

The stickers were funded by the Lake Grace 

Roadwise committee and Wheatbelt South 

Road Safety Officer Rodney Thornton. 

Pop in and get yours! 

WEST COAST SEAFOOD VAN 
AT NUTRIEN (LANDMARK) 

 

 

Wednesday 17th June 
3pm - 4pm 

 
 

Phone PHILIP on 9821 1141 or   
Mobile 0427 241 204    
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NOTICE BOARD 

Newdegate Hotel 
 

• Our dining room will be open for all dine-in meal services. We can accommodate 12 dine-in patrons 

at the same time with a min. of 4sqm capacity per person applied. 

• Kitchen will open from 5:30pm-8:30pm every day and 12 noon-2pm at weekends. 

• Opening hours remain as Monday 4pm-9pm/ Tuesday to Sunday 12noon-9pm. 

• Alcohol is only served with a main meal excluding entrée, light meals & side dishes. 

• Dine-in patrons have to fill out the attendance records form with your name and  

contact no. for the purpose of contact tracing, which is required by the government. 

• Please keep practising good hygiene and follow the social distancing rules, allowing 1.5m space 

between different households. 

We would like to thank you all for your support and understanding and we hope the business  

can get back to normal soon. 

Kind Regards 

Newdegate Hotel Team 

LAKE GRACE & NEWDEGATE 

MEDICAL CENTRE  

ANNOUNCEMENT. 

 

Another batch of Private Influenza 

Vaccines has finally arrived thanks 

to Lake Grace Pharmacy. 

If you had your name on our waiting 

list we will be in touch from the 25th 

May onwards and get you booked in 

asap to have your vaccine. Our list is 

rather long so please be patient. 

If you had your name on our waiting 

list but managed to have your  

vaccine done elsewhere please call 

us to remove your name from the 

waiting list. 

 

Thank you 
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NOTICE BOARD 
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NOTICE BOARD 

Newdegate Country Club  

Renovation Project 

 
PUBLIC MEETING TO REVIEW THE RENOVATION PLAN 

 

Tuesday 9th June 

4pm @ the Newdegate country club 

Everyone welcome. 
 

 

A committee meeting will follow immediately  
after the public review 

WEATHER FORECAST 

Day 
Max 

Temp 

Min 

Temp 

Possible 

rainfall 

Chance of 

Rainfall 

Thu 4th 

June 
21°C  6°C  0mm 0% 

Fri 5th 

June 
20°C  8°C  0mm 5% 

Sat 6th 

June 
20°C  8°C  0mm 5% 

Sun 7th 

June 
19°C  9°C  0mm 20% 

Mon 8th 

June 
19°C  7°C  0mm 5% 

Tue 9th 

June 
21°C  5°C  0mm 5% 

Australian Government Bureau of Meteorology.  

As of 03/06/2020 
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Astrotourism Stargazing Tips - June 
World Record Light 
Fancy being a world record holder AND, at the 
same time, becoming a “Citizen Scientist” to map 
light pollution? The Australasian Dark Sky Alliance 
is our home-grown organisation helping to reduce 
light pollution. Reducing light pollution not only 
helps us see stars better but it’s beneficial for  
wildlife and our own human health. 
 
On 21st June 2020, help break the world record for 
the number of people measuring light levels 
across the globe. You don’t need any special tools 
and it’s as easy as 1, 2, stars! 
 
1. Visit www.australasiandarkskyalliance.org 
2. Click on #WorldRecordLight 
3. Register your participation 
 
How Big are Saturn’s Rings? 
Saturn is the most spectacular planet in the Solar 
System due to its amazing ring system that is 
clearly visible through a telescope. What is  
astonishing about Saturn’s rings is that from the 
inner ring to the outer ring, it is a distance of 
about 400,000 kilometres and yet they are only 
about 100 meters thick. To put that into  
perspective, that’s like a sheet of tissue paper cov-
ering a football field.  
 
When is Saturn visible? Visit: 
www.astrotourismwa.com.au/stargazing/  
to find out. Or follow the Shire Facebook page 
where latest news is shared. 

Stargazing Tips for early June 
Emu in the Sky 
You’re in the best place to see the Emu in the Sky! 
Aboriginal people were the world’s first  
astronomers. The Emu in the Sky is a well-known 
Aboriginal Astronomical constellation that’s  
outlined by dark areas of the night sky, not the 
stars.  
 
When to look: 8:30pm, mid June 
 
How to find it: First locate the Southern Cross  
constellation above the southern horizon. Two 
bright stars directly above due south are “the 
Pointers” to the Southern Cross. The Southern 
Cross is to the right of “the Pointers”.  
 
On the left hand side of the Southern Cross, try to 
find a dark oval shape, called the Coalsack Nebula.  
This is the head of the Emu with the beak pointing 
downward. The long neck stretches to the left 
through the middle of “the Pointers”. The body 
and legs of the Emu stretch halfway across the 
horizon towards the east.  

Saturn, Jupiter & the Moon 
We’re in for a real treat over a number of months 
with Saturn, Jupiter and the Moon. These three 
celestial objects will group together once a month 
for the rest of the year. There will be some  
spectacular views and it will be wonderful to see 
them meeting regularly.  
 
When to look:  
• 9:00pm, 8th June 8pm, 5th & 6th July 

• 6:30pm, 2nd & 29th August 
• 7pm, 25th September – Jupiter and the Moon 
appear very close together! 
• 7:30pm, 22nd October 
• 7:30pm, 19th November 
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• 8pm, 17th December – the most spectacular 
view of the whole year! Jupiter and Saturn will  
appear so close in the evening sky! 
 
How to find it: From June to August look towards 
the eastern horizon to see the magnificent trio. 
Then from September to December, turn your 
gaze to the west. Over the months the two planets 
have risen higher into the early evening night sky 
from the east, before making their run to set on 
the western horizon.  

Milky Way Galaxy 
Astrophotographers often refer to this time of the 
year, from mid autumn to mid spring, as the 
“Milky Way Season”! That’s because, during this 
time of year, we look towards the centre or core 
of our Milky Way Galaxy. It’s dense with stars and 
stretches across the dark night sky in country WA. 
Astrophotographers love it! 
 
When to look: From 7.30pm, 10th to 23rd June 
 
How to find it: The Milky Way is best seen when 
there’s no moonlight and you’re away from bright 
city lights. What you’re looking for is a band of 
cloudy or dusty looking light that stretches in an 
arc from the south east to the south west. It looks 
like a cloud, but it’s actually billions of stars that 
make up the Milky Way Galaxy, our home in the 
Universe.  
 
In early evenings in June, the Milky Way has risen 
from the south east and stretches right across the 
sky to the west. By July, August and September, 
the core or heart of the Milky Way is high in the 
southern sky. By October and November, the 
Milky Way begins to set in the western sky. 

For telescopes and binoculars: 
The Milky Way is an amazing place to point  
binoculars. As your eyes travel across the stars, 
you’ll find all things amazing and beautiful. It’s an 
awe-inspiring sight and WA is one of the last  
places on Earth to see the Milky Way in all its  
glory. 
 
Something interesting 
The Milky Way is classified as a spiral galaxy with a 
central bulge and thin arms stretching over 
100,000 light years. Imagine two fried eggs stuck 
back to back! The centre of our galaxy (the yolks of 
the eggs) is dense with stars, dust and gas. 
 
When you see that arc of milky-looking light in the 
southern sky, you are looking through the plane of 
our galaxy. Imagine you’re sitting near the edge of 
the fried egg and you’re looking towards the egg 
yolks, the centre of the Galaxy. The outer spiral 
arms (the whites of the eggs) of the Milky Way 
Galaxy are thinner and contain fewer objects. 
 
From autumn until spring, the Earth sits between 
the centre of the Milky Way and the Sun. At night, 
the sky is packed full of stars because we’re  
looking towards the centre of the galaxy. 
 
Keep watching 
By the time the Southern Hemisphere summer 
comes around, Earth is on the other side of the 
Sun, between it and the edge of the Milky Way. At 
night, we look towards the edge of the Milky Way. 
There are less stars, dust and gas towards the 
edge of the Galaxy but it’s terrific to lie under 
warm evenings and see the summer  
constellations! 
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World Bee Day - 20th May 2020 
In order to be able to feed the world's growing 
population, we need ever more food, which must 
be diverse, balanced and of good quality to ensure 
the progress and well-being of humankind. 
 
Bees are renowned for their role in providing  
high-quality food (honey, royal jelly and pollen) 
and other products used in healthcare and other 
sectors (beeswax, propolis, honey bee venom). 
But the work of bees entails much more! 
 
The greatest contribution of bees and other  
pollinators is the pollination of nearly  
three-quarters of the plants that produce 90% of 
the world’s food. A third of the world’s food  
production depends on bees, i.e. every third 
spoonful of food depends on pollination. 
 
That’s right! Bees are essential to keeping you 
healthy and our earth sustainable. Bees spend 
their lives working to provide us with an  
abundance of food and flowers. They’ve been  
declared the most important species on our  
planet. Bees are beautiful, collaborative, hard 
working creatures – and without them we  
wouldn’t survive.     
 
A few examples of the foods that would no longer 
be available to us if bees ceased pollinating our 
agricultural goods are: broccoli, asparagus,  
cantaloupes, cucumbers, pumpkins, blueberries, 
watermelons, almonds, apples, cranberries, and 
cherries. By keeping flowers pollinated, bees  
perpetuate floral growth and provide attractive 
habitats for other animals such as 
insects and birds.  
 
So, to honour Bees the 20th May has 
been declared worldwide as World 
Bee Day. If you missed celebrating 
this year here are a few things you 
can do today to show your  
appreciation for the workload bees 
have taken on in this world.   
 
Plant a Bee friendly flower, herb or 
tree 
One way to contribute to the  
survival and conservation of bees 
and other pollinators is to plant na-

tive honey plants, as the flowers of these provide 
nectar and pollen, which are vital for pollinators. 
Then in the autumn these same plants will reward 
you with fruit that you can enjoy until the next 
spring.  
 
Depending on the space available to you there are 
a great many bee-friendly plants to choose from 
that are suitable for even a flowerpot, both herbs 
and aromatic plants. Examples are basil, thyme, 
lemon balm, short stem sunflowers, coneflowers 
and many more. 
 
If you have a large area available, you could plant 
a bee-friendly tree, such as wild cherry, chestnut, 
maple or lime. In a garden you can plant some 
shrubs – roses, for example – in addition to herbs 
and aromatic plants. This will make the garden a 
rich pasture for many pollinators.  
 
Buy chemical free fruit & vegetables 
The use of pesticides and other chemicals on fruits 
can be extremely harmful to bees. Biologists have 
found more than 150 different chemical residues 
in bee pollen, a deadly “pesticide cocktail”. Going 
organic when you do your weekly shop  
strengthens the chemical-free market and helps 
create a more bee friendly environment. 
 
Place a bee hive in your garden 
You can help by having your very own beehive. 
This will help bees in the production of honey and 
the pollination of nearby crops.  
 

(Below - Australian Native Bees) 
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FYFE TRANSPORT 

NEWDEGATE 
 

FOR YOUR TRANSPORT REQUIREMENTS 

 

• LIVESTOCK 

• FERTILIZER (Bulk or Liquid) 

• LIME-GYPSUM 

• BLUE METAL 

 

 

PHONE  - AARON  0417991684 

    DAVID  9865 1129 

Spotlight on science behind honey as part of World Bee Day 
Research and development to sustain and improve 
high value honey production in Western Australia 
was highlighted as part of World Bee Day. 
 
The Department of Primary Industries and  
Regional Development (DPIRD) supports a range 
of research activities as a member of the  
Cooperative Research Centre (CRC) for Honey Bee 
Products.  DPIRD agribusiness development  
consultant Gerard Leddin said the value of  
managed and wild honey bees to the agricultural 
and horticultural industries in Western Australia 
was estimated at $1.1billion because of their  
combined effect on ensuring pollination services. 
 
“DPIRD is an active member of the Honey CRC 
which has a focus on developing the future  
potential of the local honey industry,” Mr Leddin 
said. “Work focused on honey bee health and  
honey bee products allows the industry to better 
understand and promote the benefits and the 
quality of local honey.” 
 
CRC CEO Liz Barbour said since starting in late 
2017, the CRC had attracted more than 60  
researchers from a diverse range of scientific, arts 
and engineering fields to focus on the honey bee. 

“For the south-west of WA, the CRC has created a 
Geographic Information System database of honey 
bees favourite flora, tracked the timely production 
of nectar and pollen for their sustenance and 
equated the value of each floral zone for honey 
production,” Dr Barbour said. “This is helping  
provide knowledge for a growing industry and  
allows them to harness crucial bee foraging  
resources.” 
 
Dr Barbour said whilst WA was known for its  
Jarrah honey, amongst the WA flora the CRC  
genetically-defined a rare Leptospermum species 
that can produce the highest-grade of the Manuka 
honey. Dr Barbour said protecting the integrity of 
local honey products was also important,  
particularly in export markets. 
 
“Australia-wide, the honey bee industry has its 
own quality assurance system, B-QUAL, and the 
CRC partnership will provide the digital platform 
so that honey bee product traceability from our 
wild forests to customer can be assured,” she 
said.     
 
Media Release 
agric.wa.gov.au 
 



 14 

The Gate Post 3 June 2020 

Phase 3 - Easing of Restrictions - FAQ’s 
What gathering and venue restrictions will be  
lifted from 11:59pm Friday 5 June 2020? 
Phase 3 of the COVID-19 WA roadmap allows for: 
• indoor and outdoor gatherings of up to 100 

people at any one time, per single undivided 
space, applying the revised two square metre 
per person capacity rule for WA venues 

• for venues that can fully re-open under stage 
3, up to 300 patrons in total at the venue, but 
with no more than 100 patrons in a single un-
divided space at any one time (referred to as 
100/300 rule) and applying the revised two 
square metre per patron capacity rule for WA 
venues. 

• food businesses and licensed premises may 
operate with seated service 

• alcohol may be served without a meal (patrons 
must be seated) 

• food courts can reopen with a seated service 

• businesses that provide beauty therapy and 
personal care services (including tanning, wax-
ing, massages, nails services, tattooing and 
piercing) to reopen in line with the require-
ments for hairdressers and barbers 

• saunas, bath houses, float centres and well-
ness centres to reopen 

• galleries, museums, theatres, auditoriums, cin-
emas and concert venues can reopen (during 
any performance, the patrons must be seated) 

• Rottnest Island to open (Rottnest ferries are 
considered public transport) 

• The Perth Zoo to open with no patron limit for 
the whole venue (the 100/300 rule applies to 
indoor spaces and cafés/restaurants) 

• wildlife and amusement parks can reopen 

• arcades (including pool/snooker, ten pin bowl-
ing, Timezone), skate rinks and indoor play 
centres to reopen 

• auction houses and real estate auctions can 
reopen 

• TAB and other gaming venues (other than the 
Casino which is being considered separately) 
are permitted to reopen 

• contact sport and training is now permitted 
• playgrounds, skate parks and outdoor gym 

equipment is permitted to be used 
• gyms, health clubs, indoor sports centres can 

open and will be able to offer the normal range 
of activities provided staff are present, includ-
ing use of all gym equipment 

• travel permitted throughout all of Western 
Australia (excluding entry into remote Aborigi-
nal communities). 
Everyone is encouraged to continue to practice 
physical distancing and good personal hygiene 
at all times. 

 
Is it safe to go out now restrictions are lifted? 
Based on health advice, it is currently considered 
safe to go out to public places that are open,  
provided you maintain good personal hygiene 
practices and adhere to physical distancing  
guidelines. The Western Australian community is 
encouraged to support the State’s economy by  
re-engaging with local businesses. 
 
Do I still need to practice physical distancing 
when I go out? 
Yes. Transmission of the virus is still possible, so do 
not become complacent. Keep 1.5m away from 
others where possible, and maintain good  
personal hygiene. People are still able to gather in 
groups of more than 100 in office buildings,  
factories, mining sites, construction sites, schools 
and childcare facilities, universities, public 
transport, supermarkets, food markets, grocery 
stores, retail stores or shopping centres, airports, 
emergency services, prisons, disability and aged 
care facilities, courts, tribunals, Parliament, hotels, 
motels or other accommodation. 
 
Why is WA not following the National Cabinet 
guidelines? 
The National Cabinet framework allows individual 
States and Territories to implement their own 
plans. WA is in a far more fortunate position than 
other States and Territories. Stronger restrictions, 
like WA’s hard border, have resulted in far fewer 
cases and WA has no evidence of community 
spread. 
 
The easing of restrictions will continue the process 
of re-starting the State’s economy by helping to 
get many Western Australians safely back to work 
and allow the State to cautiously begin to re-open 
certain venues and facilities, and increase indoor 
and outdoor non-work gatherings to a maximum 
of 300 people – subject to certain conditions. 
 
www.wa.gov.au 
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POLICE NEWS 
LAKE GRACE POLICE STATION 

56 STUBBS  STREET, LAKE  GRACE.  6353 
Phone : 9890 2000  Fax : 9865 1429 

Email: lake.Grace.Police.Station@police.wa.gov.au 
Personnel: Sgt. Travis Taylor, SC Fiona Main 

Fiona here, that’s me back home, in Lake Grace, 
thank goodness. Although some of you still seen 
me in town, as I just couldn’t stay away from the 
place.  
 
A little about my time in Corrigin…..I had to pull 
my taser!! That’s all I’ll say on the matter. Apart 
from that little episode, I quite enjoyed my time in 
Corrigin, and it wasn’t half as bad as I envisioned, 
but time to return to the illustrious leader Travis, 
and now we lose Scott to Wagin. We’re just so 
good here in Lake Grace that everyone wants a 
piece of us.  
 
I’ve hardly seen Travis and Scott whilst I’ve been 
away, but I’ve heard they have been busy  
recovering a stolen motor vehicle, and doing their 
usual road safety around town. I’ll leave Travis to 
update you with the full details.  
 
COVID19 Update: This week, some further border 
restrictions have been lifted, which is good news 
for us. This means that we no longer have to do 
the long drive to Hyden every day to do the static 
checkpoint. We can spend a little more time in our 
own area of Lake Grace and Newdegate.  
 
But even better news all licensed premises are 
able to open on the 1 June 2020. Things will start 
to return to normal at these locations. The  
maximum of 100 people at a location shouldn't  
affect us here in Lake Grace. 
 
Traffic News: For the next couple of weeks (and 
any other time in the future we have a spare slot 
in our busy day), we will be targeting speeders in 
town. We will be out and about in town with the 
radar on the main drag and covering school zones, 
so you have been warned. We don’t have a  
massive issue to be honest, but its always a good 
idea to keep you on your toes. This is occurring as 

a direct result of lifting the restriction on travel. 
We anticipate a significant increase of through 
traffic over the next couple of months as things 
return to normal. 
Drug testing for drivers has been in full swing and 

many tests have been completed. Both random 
and some targeted. The good news is 99% have 
been negative, even those drivers we targeted 
were negative, with one driver complaining he 
travelled all the way to Perth to purchase some 
Meth and couldn't find any. COVID19 has  
inadvertently dried up supply of all drugs at the 
moment and the price has quadrupled with the 
purity dropping by a 3rd. I spoke with Perth drug 
squad concerning this matter and they informed 
me they have been inundated with complaints 
from drug users and junkies dobbing in their  
suppliers due to excessive price and poor purity 
product. 
 
As a result of this Lake Grace police stopped a late 
model Red Mercedes sedan whilst manning the 
COVID19 road block on the Hyden – Norseman 
Road. A quick check of the NSW plated registration 
number revealed the vehicle license had expired in 
January. As a result, the plates needed to be 
seized and the vehicle would be required to go 
over the pits for relicensing on WA plates. While 
the plates were being removed it was noticed they  
were attached to the vehicle with wooden  
chipboard screws which is unusual. A second look  

mailto:Lake.Grace.Police.Station@police.wa.gov.au


 17 

The Gate Post 3 June 2020 

was had of the registration details which listed the  
vehicle as a white BMW M3, well this was a red 
Mercedes. Enquires were undertaken to  
determine if the vehicle was legit or stolen. Not 
long after we started receiving calls from the NSW 
organised crime squad informing us that this  
vehicle was part of a national crime syndicate for 
transporting drugs to capital cities in Australia out 
of Sydney and most likely had a secret  
compartment in it for that purpose. The vehicle 
was seized in any event as it was listed as stolen in 
NSW. The vehicle was impounded and handed 
over to Perth drug squad for further examination 
and investigation. It’s amazing what you come 
across in the middle of nowhere. 
 
Moving on there has been a recent spate of fatal 
crashes (not in out district) so please be careful 
especially when driving to Perth or late at night 
when feeling tired. Lake Grace has not had a fatal 
crash for over a year and we want to keep it that 
way.  
Main Roads has recently got excited about bull/
roo bars and has sent out the latest code of best 

practise to us to read and enforce the rules. I will 
include this document in the next article. After 
having a read it appears we do have some  
non-compliant bars on local vehicles. All will be 
revealed next article, rod holders/rocket launches 
also get a mention and not a very good one. 
That wraps up the last fortnight. We wish Scotty 
well over in Wagin and the return of Fiona this 

week. It was nice to finally see some rain,  
hopefully everyone got some and a decent 
amount. It just needs to continue now for the next 
month or so. 
 
Stay safe.  

• Hydraulic Hose Crimping & Fittings 
• Qualified Machinist for Lathe & mill work including Hydraulic Cylinder repairs 

 
 

*General Steel Repairs & Fabrication 
*Stainless Steel Fabrication 

*Insurance Work 
*Aluminium Fabrication including boat repairs, boat trailers, canopies & toolboxes 

*Sandblasting & Spray Painting 
*Transport Equipment Fabrication & Repairs 

*New Agricultural Machinery (Seed/Super Bins , Augers & Comb Trailers etc) 
 
 
 

Ph: (08) 98 651 845  /  Fax: (08) 98 651 846 
Email: adminlge@bigpond.com 
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For all your domestic, rural and industrial electrical installations and repairs.  
Split system air conditioning installation and decommissioning. 

Large range of Australian brand LED floodlights, downlights, hibays and  
fluorescent replacements. 

Ditchwitch hire and cable location. 
With over thirty years experience in Lake Grace and surrounding areas  

contact Stubby or Reid anytime. 
Stubby 0429651092 or Reid 0429651069 
Office 98651092 all hours   Fax 98651328 

 

LIC NO :EC004197                                                                      RTA NO :AU29828 
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WA Farmers Federation respond to Barley Tarriffs 
WAFarmersGrains is frustrated and extremely  
disappointed with the decision to impose duties 
on Australian barley exported to China. 
  
Tuesday’s announcement will see a dumping  
margin of up to 73.6% and subsidy margin up to 
6.9% imposed on all barley exports for 5 years. 
The announcement was made in response to the 
investigations initiated by China in November 
2018. 
 
WAFarmersGrains President Mic Fels said the 
Tuesday announcement was a huge blow for all 
barley growers in Western Australia. 
 
"As the largest barley exporting state in the largest 
barley exporting nation, Western Australia has 
been hit very hard by the imposition of tariffs into 
the Chinese barley market. 
 
“For most farmers it is now too late to reduce  
barley planting, so our focus now in the face of 
this week’s decision  is to shift the focus to shoring 
up new premium paying markets for our grain, 
which is renowned as the highest quality barley 
anywhere in the world, both for malting and as 
feed grain. 
 
“We have the highest quality standards; the most 
effective and compliant regulation system in the 
world; the lowest level of government  
intervention; and the most organised and efficient 
logistical supply chain from farmgate to port 
through our state-wide, farmer owned  
cooperative, Co-operative Bulk Handing (CBH). 
 
“Western Australia and China have worked  
together over decades to develop strong and 
friendly relationships within the grains industry. 
  
“It is hugely disappointing both for Western  
Australian grain growers, and for the Chinese  
buyers and consumers of our premium quality 
grain, to have political machinations prevent us 
from continuing what has been a mutually  
beneficial trade in premium malting and feed  
barley,” he said. 
 
Mr Fels said that WAFarmersGrains will continue 

to work hard to assure the Chinese barley industry 
that all will be done to help reopen the barley 
trade for the ongoing benefit of all parties. 
 
“WAFarmersGrains greatly appreciates the strong 
and relentless support shown for our industry 
both by our State government through  
Agricultural Minister Alannah MacTiernan, and by 
Federal Minister for Trade Simon Birmingham. 
  
“We urge government to continue to work closely 
with China to negotiate a removal of the tariffs 
announced Tuesday, and we also back the  
National Farmers Federation’s call to escalate this 
matter with the World Trade Organisation  
disputes resolution process,” he said. 
 
Mr Fels said that notwithstanding this current 
market issue, WA growers are a resilient bunch 
and are well used to dealing with all kinds of risks. 
 
“With everything that’s occurred in the last few 
days and recent months – trade disputes and  
global disease pandemics, here is hoping to a solid 
2020 season, which is still the number one profit 
driver for farmers in our state," he said.  
 
Media Release 
WA Farmers Federation 

 

 

Domestic  |  Commercial   

Air-conditioning 

 

Douglas Pauley 

0428 110 022 

2030 Pingaring-Varley Road, Pingaring 6357 

 

pauleycontractors@gmail.com 

Electrical Contractors 

EC10222 

PAULEY 

&CO 
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Grain Brokers Weekly Market Report 
Severe drought in Thailand in the first five months 
of 2020 has adversely affected the production of 
off-season (dry-season) rice and corn, primarily 
due to a lack of irrigation water as reservoirs are 
critically low. This will decrease the country’s  
exportable surplus of rice and potentially increase 
demand for imported wheat and barley in the 
2020/21 marketing year.  
 
The majority of Thailand’s rice and corn production 
occurs during their wet-season with planting  
commencing in May and running through to the 
end of June for rice and the end of August for corn. 
The corn harvest commences in September and 
runs to the end of the year while the rice harvest is 
concentrated into the last two months of the year. 
 
The dry-season production cycle is heavily reliant 
on the availability of irrigation water. Most of the 
planting occurs in November and December, and 
harvest is generally completed by the end of April. 
 
The area planted to dry-season crops fell 36 per 
cent to 1.4 million hectares relative to the 2018/19 
crop year, after historically low precipitation  
during the 2019 monsoon led to record low water 
storage inflows late last year. Consequently,  
production of off-season rice and corn are forecast 
to decline by 41 per cent and 25 per cent  
respectively compared to the previous season. 
 
Total 2019/20 rice production is forecast at 18  
million metric tonne (MMT), 14.8MMT in the  
wet-season production cycle and 3.2MMT in the 
dry-season window. This is the second-lowest level 
of production in the last ten years after a severe 
drought in the 2015/16 season slashed output to 
15.8MMT.  
 
Thailand’s corn production in the current  
marketing year is expected be around 4.5MMT, a 
fall of 20 per cent on 2018/19 levels. This was 
mainly due to an infestation of fall armyworm in 
the wet-season crop and a dry spell in June and 
July last year, seriously slowing early crop  
development. 
 
Demand for feed grain in Thailand in 2020/21 is 
forecast to remain relatively static at around 20.3 
MMT as shrinking swine production (a result of 

African swine fever) is offset by growing  
production in the poultry, dairy cattle, and fishery 
sectors. Nevertheless, this is contingent upon a 
recovery in animal protein consumption to  
pre-COVID-19 levels by early 2021 at the latest. 
 
Of the total feed demand, the derived demand for 
corn is estimated at around 8.5 million metric 
tons. But even with an expected rebound in  
domestic corn production in 2020/21, local corn 
producers will still only be able to supply around 
6MMT. 
 
It is this gap, between domestic animal feed  
requirements and corn production, that will drive 
import demand for corn - particularly from  
neighbouring countries like Myanmar - and other 
livestock feeds such as feed wheat, barley and 
dried distillers grain. 
 
Thai wheat imports are forecast to decrease by 2 
per cent in 2020/21, to 3.2MMT. Milling wheat is 
expected to make up just over one-third of these 
imports at 1.1MMT, down from 1.4MMT in 
2019/20. The current season imports were higher 
than normal after flour millers built stocks when 
the government announced plans to ban the  
agricultural pesticides glyphosate, paraquat, and 
chlorpyrifos.  
 
The 2020/21 milling wheat demand could fall even 
further if the tourism sector doesn’t recover  
quickly from the effects of COVID-19. Tourist  
arrivals in March fell by more than 76 per cent 
compared to a year earlier, having a devastating 
impact on street vendors and noodle stalls. 
 
Feed wheat for the intensive livestock production 
sector makes up the 2.1MMT import balance.  The 
government retains import limits on feed wheat 
that have been in place since January 2017 to  
protect domestic corn farmers from cheaper feed 
wheat imports. 
 
Under these restrictions, importers are required to 
purchase domestic corn before being permitted to 
import feed wheat at a 3 to 1 absorption ratio. In 
other words, to import a tonne of feed wheat, a 
mill must use three tonne of domestic corn. The 
government also set the minimum purchase price  
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Need wool shifted off farm? Contact 

Lake Grace Transport 
Twice weekly freight service to and from Perth, more often in busy periods. 

 

 

> Secure depot in Perth for freight 

> Wool and general freight service 

> Forklift for on farm wool loading 

> Delivery to all wool stored 

> Midland brick accreditation 

> Dangerous goods licensed driver 

> Pickup Service in Perth available 

Friendly operator and drivers living and working locally 

Carting wool and general freight for over 10 years 

Contact: Darren 0428 651 339 

for 2019/20 season domestic corn at 8 baht per 
kilogram, or approximately US$252 per metric 
tonne (/MT), for feed mills. 
 
With lower domestic corn production, these  
constraints seriously hamper the ability of  
stockfeed merchants to fill the demand void with 
imported wheat. This is where imported feed  
barley comes into the equation. 
 
Interestingly, the Thai Feed Millers Association 
(TFMA) passed on last week’s tender for as much 
as 227,500 metric tonne of feed wheat for August 
to October delivery. Apparently, the offers were 
considered to be too high with lowest at around 
US$215 cost & freight (C&F), US$10/MT higher 
than expectations. 
 
Maybe this opens the door for more purchases of 
Australian feed barley. Although Australian barley 
prices have recovered somewhat from the sharp 
drop after the draconian Chinese tariffs were  
imposed, at around US$195/MT C&F Thailand, it is 
significantly cheaper than the latest feed wheat 
tender prices.  

While not in the same league as China, Thailand has 
been an increasingly active buyer of Australian  
barley in recent years. Purchases of 250,000MT in 
the 2017/18 Australian crop season (October to 
September) increased to almost 400,000MT in 
2018/19, making them Australia's third-largest  
barley customer. At more than 430,000MT,  
purchases in the first six months of this season have 
already exceeded last year’s total, with almost all of 
it being feed barley. 
 
South-East Asian countries such as Thailand will not 
individually replace China as a destination for  
Australian barley. However, with a significant 
freight advantage over the Black Sea, the region as 
a whole can play a critical role in shifting the focus 
away from China and avoid competing head to 
head with Black Sea exporters into Saudi Arabia.  
 
Call your local Grain Brokers Australia  
representative on 1300 946 544 to discuss your 
grain marketing needs. 
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Bluff Knoll Re-opens  
It’s hard to believe how fast the time has passed 
since the lighting strikes between Boxing Day and 
New Year that started Bushfires in the Stirling 
Range National Park. As of the 22nd May people 
are once again able to climb the iconic Bluff Knoll 
walk trail. 
 
Over the last 4 months contractors and staff from 
Parks and Wildlife Service at the Department of 
Biodiversity, Conservation and Attractions (DBCA)  
have been repairing the extensive damage to the 
Bluff Knoll trail thanks to funding from the Federal 
Government’s Australian Heritage Grant and by 
DBCA.  
 
More than 50 tonnes of material  was brought in 
manually by helicopter. Only hand tools were used 
to replace all of the water bars and steps  which 
have been reduced in height to make the trail  
easier to climb and more family friendly. A new 
5.5m pedestrian bridge has also been installed 
about halfway along the trail. 
 
Stephen Dawson, Environment Minister had this to 
said "The Stirling Range National Park is the 
beating heart of the Great Southern region, and 
the opening of Bluff Knoll has been eagerly  

anticipated by tourists and locals alike. I thank the 
Parks and Wildlife Service work crews and  
contractors who worked long and hard to get this 
trail safe for visitors, and I look forward to  
invigorated interest in experiencing this trail now 
that it is more accessible. Parks and Wildlife  
Service is continuing to assess the damage to flora 
and fauna in the park, as it is home to many rare 
and endemic plant species." 
 
If you’re thinking of walking the Bluff Knoll Trail 
you may have a slightly longer wait then you think. 
The queue on Sunday was a little longer than some 
anticipated. Don’t forget other trails such as Mt 
Trio and Mt Toolbrunup! 
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Puzzle Page 

Easy Medium 

ACROSS 

DOWN 
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Recipe Page Recipe Page 
Slow cooker chicken Diane 

INGREDIENTS 

• 8 chicken cutlets, excess fat trimmed 

• 2 tsp extra virgin olive oil 

• 1 brown onion, finely chopped 

• 2 garlic cloves, finely chopped 

• 2 tbsp cornflour 

• 125ml chicken stock 

• 250ml pouring cream 

• 180ml passata 

• 1 tbsp Worcestershire sauce 

• 1 tbsp Dijon mustard  

• 200g button mushrooms, thickly slices 

• 1/2 packet (375g) fresh egg fettucine 

• Chopped continental parsley, to serve 

METHOD 

1. Heat a large non-stick frying pan over high 
heat. Season the chicken and place, skin side 
down, in the pan. Cook for 3 minutes or until 
golden. Turn and cook for a further 2 minutes.  
Transfer to the bowl of a slow cooker.  

 
2. Drain the rendered fat from the pan and  

discard. Heat the oil in the frying pan. Reduce 
heat to medium-low. Add the onion and garlic 
and cook, stirring often, for 2 minutes or until 
soft. Add to the slow cooker.  

 
3. Meanwhile, place the cornflour in a large jug 

and gradually whisk in the stock. Add the 
cream, passata, Worcestershire sauce and 
mustard. Add mixture to the to the slow  
cooker. Cover and cook on Low for 3 1/2 
hours. Add the mushroom and cook for a  
further 20 minutes. Add the pasta and cook 
for 10 minutes or until tender. Sprinkle with 
parsley to serve.  

PAINTING 
Reg. # 4709  

 

Domestic, 

Commercial, 

Industrial, Farm & 

Heritage  Specialty. 

Clean, Precise and 

Quality work. 

Local references 

available. 

 

 

 

For FREE Quotation and Booking Call Mick  

0419 701 332  
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Contacts 
Services 

Emergency Services 000 

LG Police Department 9890 2000 

Hospital 9890 2222 

Poisons Info. 13 11 26 

Western Power 13 13 51 

Water Corp 13 13 75 

Directory Assistance 1223 

Justices of the Peace 

Mr Colin Connolly 9865 1010 

Mr Ron Dewson 9865 1224 

Mr Geoff Sabourne 9865 1171 

Mrs Amanda Milton 0429 654 011 

Mr Colin Dunkeld 98711 556 

Mr Ian Chamberlain 98716 001 

Mrs Rosy Sinclair  9874 7045 

Local Services 

Lake Grace Medical Centre 9865 1208 

Monday/Tuesday/Thursday/Friday 

9:00am - 12:30pm (closed for lunch 12:30pm - 2:00pm) 2:00pm - 5:00pm 

Newdegate Medical Centre 9871 1528 

Wednesday, 9:30am - 3:30pm 

Dentist (Dr Bryan Flemming) 9865 1028 

Tuesdays weekly during summer. Tuesdays/Wednesdays fortnightly during winter  

Physiotherapist (Karen Rodgers-Smart) 0439 858 587 

Child Health Nurse (Di Poultney) 9890 2246 

Newdegate Phone Books available at the CRC for $7 

Contacts 

Lake Grace Shire Councillors 

Councillor Telephone Email 

Len Armstrong 0429 843 785 crarmstrong@lakegrace.wa.gov.au  

Ross Chappell (Deputy) 0428 654 058 crchappell@lakegrace.wa.gov.au  

Debrah Clarke 0428 654 041 crclarke@lakegrace.wa.gov.au  

Roz Lloyd 0428 711 534 crlloyd@lakegrace.wa.gov.au  

Allan Marshall 0427 943 291 crmarshall@lakegrace.wa.gov.au  

Helen Steicke 0431 892 514 crsteicke@lakegrace.wa.gov.au  

Peter Stoffberg  0447 281 181 crstoffberg@lakegrace.wa.gov.au 

mailto:crarmstrong@lakegrace.wa.gov.au
mailto:crclarke@lakegrace.wa.gov.au
mailto:crlloyd@lakegrace.wa.gov.au
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Community Calendar 
June 

Thu 4th  Community Crop 
Thu 4th  P&C Meeting - 3:30pm @ the NCRC 
Thu 4th  Golf - Ladies Day (Kukerin) 
Fri 5th - Sun 7th Online Scripture Camp 2020 
Sat 6th  Golf—Stableford 4BBB Combined 
Tue 16th  Recycle Bins 
Wed 17th  Seafood Van - 3pm-4pm @ Landmark (Nutrien) 
Sat 20th  Golf - Stroke 2nd Qualifying Round (E&C) 
Sun 21st  Winter Solstice 
Mon 22nd  Rec Council Meeting, 7:30pm @ the Rec Centre 
Sat 27th  Golf - Lake Grace Open Day 
Sun 28th  Gold - Stableford (E&C) 
Tue 30th  Recycle Bins 

MINIMUM NUMBERS ARE REQUIRED FOR THIS TO GO AHEAD. 
If you are interested please let us know. 

P: 9871 1791  |  E: newdegatecrc@westnet.com.au 


